
-1- 

 

Astoria Library Board Meeting 
Astoria Public Library 

February 24, 2015 
5:30 pm. 

 
 
Present: Library Board members: David Oser, Susan Brooks, Kate Summers, Kimberly Chaput, and 

Chris Womack. Staff: Library Director Jane Tucker and ALFA Representatives Steve 
Emmons. 

 
Excused: None 
 
Absent: None 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Kate Summers called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Welcoming of New Board Members was removed from the agenda. The agenda 
was approved as amended. 
 
Welcome New Board Members: 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of January 27, 2015 were approved as presented. 
 
Renovation Update: 
 
 Item 5(a): Foundation Update 
 
David Oser reported that the Foundation has not had any activity as it was still waiting for the City to 
create a clear plan of action. 
 
 Item 5(b): Renovation Committee Update 
 
The Library Board and Staff discussed City Council’s February 17, 2015 work session.  Mayor LaMear 
proposed building a new library at Heritage Square, most likely with affordable housing above the library. 
Many questions would need to be answered. City Council discussed conducting a feasibility study on the 
Mayor’s suggestion and the possibility of renovating the Waldorf through a public/private partnership. Ted 
Osborne, a retired architect, was enthusiastic about incorporating the existing library building with the 
Waldorf building.  
 
Director Tucker reported that City Council indicated keeping the Needs Assessment and Building 
Program, but wanted to explore more options. Therefore, the Renovation Committee could continue to 
develop a communications plan based on the Needs Assessment.  
 
David Oser said he was excited that City Council had chosen to take a wider view of possibilities than 
Ruth Metz had been able. Chris Womack added that Staff directed the conversation in a way that 
discussed the library as a core centerpiece of Heritage Square and downtown.  
 
David Oser believed Staff would be given clear direction in the next few months, which would allow the 
Library Board to move forward. Director Tucker confirmed that City Council would establish a library 
project goal. 
 
 Item 5(c): Staff Reports  
 
Director Tucker had no staff report other than the City Council’s work session. 
 
Board Reports:   
 
 Item 6(a):  Reports of Community Presentations 
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The Library Board had no reports. 
 
Library Director’s Report:   
 

Item 7(a):  Libraries ROCC, Rural Outreach in Clatsop County 
 
Director Tucker reviewed the Libraries ROCC Program, noting how the program is funded, what services 
it provides, and how the program is implemented in Clatsop County. She handed out historical data about 
the program and reviewed the details, noting how the program has grown over the years and has 
benefited literacy for children throughout Clatsop County. This is the last year of IMLS LSTA grant funding 
for Libraries ROCC in Clatsop County. 
 
Feedback included questions on whether tax revenue would be used to supplement an ongoing program, 
how Clatsop County and other partners would be included in ongoing funding, how much the outreach 
program would cost annually, the percentage of property taxes that currently goes toward library funding, 
and geographic factors that affect county residents.   
 
Director Tucker thanked the Library Board for their feedback. 
 
Update on ALFA Activities: 
 
Steve Emmons reported that the ALFA balance is currently $7,032. Over $5,000 has been earmarked for 
library programs and ALFA projects. 
 
Director Tucker added that ALFA has donated prizes for the kids who completed the Summer Reading 
Program. ALFA received a donation of $500 to fund the bilingual Spanish program.  
 
New Business:  
 
 Item 9(a):  Technology Standards for Public Libraries 
 
Director Tucker updated the new Board members on the development of the Oregon Library 
Association’s (OLA) new library standards and how Astoria will be using the standards during strategic 
planning. The Library Board and staff reviewed the technology standard.  
 
Kimberly Chaput excused herself from the meeting at 6:55 pm. 
 
Director Tucker said Astor Elementary School is asking local business owners to participate in Read 
Across Astor Day on Thursday, March 5 from 10:30 am to 11:15 am. Dr. Seuss books will be read to first 
grade students and each student will receive a copy of the book to keep and share with their families. A 
list of participating businesses will be enclosed in each book given to students. Kate Summers 
volunteered to represent the Library Board by reading to the students. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Steve Emmons thanked Library Staff for doing a good job with the budget and maintaining the facility. 
 
Items for Next Meeting’s Agenda:  
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
______________________________________             
Jane Tucker, Director, Astoria Public Library 



-3- 

 

 


